
Become a Citizen Scientist and Help the Magnetawan Watershed Land 
Trust Tally Our Turtles 

 
Snapping Turtles: Cathy Gauthier 

Are you a curious person? Have you ever imagined yourself as an amateur detective? If 
so, then you are probably an excellent candidate for a position as a Citizen Scientist. 
Welcome to the team! 

Why are the skills of a detective and a scientist so similar? It’s because we all have 
observation skills that we aren’t even aware of. We see, hear, and sense things that we 
don’t even notice. But our brains do. And with a little bit of effort these skills can be put 
to use in the most imaginative of ways.  

Our ears can detect subtle differences in the songs of birds and the croaking of frogs. 
Our eyes can note small differences in the bark of a tree or the shape of a mushroom. 
Our fingertips can tell us a lot about the texture of a leaf. In fact, all of our senses put 
together can tell us more about our immediate environment than Wikipedia could ever 
hope to. This is why the Magnetawan Watershed Land Trust needs your help. 
Become a Citizen Scientist and help us to learn more about our environment.   

What does it mean to be a Citizen Scientist? “Citizen Science is the collection and 
analysis of data relating to the natural world by members of the general public, typically 
as part of a collaborative project with professional scientists.”  

“Citizen Science bridges gaps by harnessing the power of people who are motivated by 
curiosity, a desire to advance research, or a concern about environmental conditions in 



their communities, and then connects them to projects that benefit from their energy and 
dedication.” 
 
To put it more simply, let’s just say that the more people that participate in collecting 
information about our natural world, the more capable we are of finding ways to 
preserve and protect it.  
 

In 2018 the Magnetawan Watershed Land Trust introduced keen members of our 
community to Frog Watch, Plant Watch and Benthic Bio-monitoring (identifying the 
creepy crawlies that live on the bottom of streams and lakes). They then took back the 
skills and information they learned to their own communities. Skills that will help to 
advance our knowledge of frog populations, the timing of spring flowering in an age of 
ever changing climate, and the health of streams, rivers and lakes.  

This year, we would like to turn your attention to turtles. Why turtles? Sadly, every one 
of the seven species of turtles in our watershed is now listed as rare, threatened, 
endangered or of special concern. None of these labels sound very hopeful, but they 
are a warning that we need to do something to change the fate of these creatures that 
we take for granted.  

Here is where the Turtle Tally program comes in. 
http://www.torontozoo.com/adoptapond/turtletally.asp 

 

 
Blanding’s Turtle: www.earthrangers.com 

Ontario Turtle Tally is a fun, easy turtle monitoring project for people of all ages. It's a 
great activity for schools, families, cottagers, and community and naturalist groups 
across the province.  
 
Within this program you will report your turtle sightings by entering your observations 
into the online database. It is this data that will provide biologists with the information 
they need to determine how the turtles in the Magnetawan watershed are doing.  



Turtles are most often seen in June when travelling to their nesting sites. Unfortunately, 
this often means the sandy and sunny edges of roadsides where the turtles are at risk 
of being hit by cars and where predators find it easy to raid turtle nests. Your efforts can 
make a difference.  

If you want to learn more, the Magnetawan Watershed Land Trust is hosting a 
presentation on Citizen Science and Turtles at the Magnetawan Public Library on 
Saturday, May 4th, at 10:30 a.m. We hope to see you there. 
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