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Hello from all of us on the 
Board of Directors of the 
Magnetawan Watershed Land 
Trust.   

 We are happy to report 
that we have had a productive 
past few months.  We have 
formalized a board of directors 
and assigned tasks to 
individual groups.   We have all 
learned a lot over the last few 
months, and are hoping we can 
forward much of this new-
found information on to you.  
This newsletter explains the 
who, what, why, and where we 
are aiming to be. 

 Who are we? We are a 
group of landowners who love 
Ahmic and the surrounding 
area.  We got together this past 
summer to formally assemble 
an organization that will work 
to protect the very special area 
that, for some, is home in the 
summer, and for others, year 
round.  On properties large or 
small, we can all enjoy the sight 
of long stretches of undisturbed 
shoreline.  This, at the core, is 
the reason we came together. 
We don’t want to see 

 

 the beauty and natural aspects 
of Ahmic and the surrounding 
lake system vanish. 

 Where are we right 
now? We have been in contact 
with a lawyer who has worked 
with us in filing our documents 
with the Canadian government. 
We are now an incorporated 
body and await our charitable 
status.  We have also 
successfully located a part time 
executive director who is going 
to guide the ship with us on our 
journey.  Her name is Kristen 
Field and she is a Magnetawan 
area native who loves the area 
just as much as we all do.  
We’ve also organized 
committees to deal with 
budgeting, membership and 
land acquisition.  Everyone has 
been working diligently, and 
voluntarily, to further the 
mission of the MWLT. 

 Why a land trust?  Why 
now?  Everyone we have met 
during the summers shares a 
similar connection to the 
community and surrounding 
area to which we all migrate for 
a few weeks or months.  The  

 

 

sounds of summer can be the 
fresh patter of the rain, the call 
of a loon, kids splashing in the 
lake, the crackling of a 
campfire, or the water lapping 
against the dock. Those sounds 
will always remain.  However, 
the “Kodak moments” that we 
all store in our minds could be 
drastically different.  Views of 
unspoiled shoreline, families of 
ducks in the channel, 
picturesque moments on the 
lake could disappear if we 
don’t do something soon to 
help maintain the place we 
love. 

 What does a land trust 
do for me? If you can protect 
what you love, you might find 
that it is gone if you wait.  
Ahmic holds a special place in 
our hearts, and holds a similar 
special place in others’ as well. 
Muskoka is a prime example of 
what could happen to Ahmic if 
we don’t take steps to protect 
what we love.  Roughly 40  
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years ago, Muskoka was 
picturesque much like Ahmic.  
The unspoiled nature was what 
defined and drew people to 
Muskoka.  Now development 
has exploded to meet the 
demand of people wanting to 
get away to that picturesque 
area.  Nowadays restaurants 
perched over the water, time-
shares with golf courses, lake 
front condos and resorts dot the 
shoreline.  Cottages are 
crammed together, making it 
feel more like city than cottage 
country.  The sense of 
relaxation and nature has been 
lost forever. 

 We hope to avoid or at 
least minimize the amount of 
development on Ahmic and the 
surrounding watershed that is 
inconsistent with the current 
character of the lake. 
Unfortunately, we can already 
see it happening. Recently an 
investor bought property and 
created several waterfront lots 
near Camp Ak-O-Mak and may 
have already begun 

construction.  The 
Broadmeadows golf course 
serves as a prime example 
where development could have 
changed the landscape of 
Ahmic Lake forever.  Many 
Ahmic Lake cottagers 
prevented the threatened 
development by banding 
together and purchasing the 
land on which the golf course 
now stands, providing 
recreation for Ahmic Lake 
residents and many others from 
the surrounding area.  There 
are areas where development 
has already impacted us all. 
Decades ago, the development 
at Big Cellars Rapids ended our 
access to the rapids.  It’s our 
belief that we should be 
planning, reacting, and 
preserving our community for 
the coming generations before 
development has destroyed 
what we love. 

As an organization we are not 
opposed to development; we 
just want to minimize the 
impact that it has on our 

beautiful and unique 
surroundings. 

We hope this addresses some of 
your questions and concerns. 
We also hope that you and your 
families will join us in 
protecting the Ahmic we love 
for the benefit of future 
generations.  

As we go forward we will try to 
address the larger questions 
that still remain.  In the mean 
time, if you have any questions 
or concerns please direct them 
to: 

Kristen Field 
magnetawanwlt@gmail.com 
3576 John Street                      
RR3 Brechin, ON L0K 1B0 

We will do our best to find the 
answers to your questions.  See 
you all on the lake this summer. 

Sincerely, 

the Magnetawan Watershed 
Land Trust Board of Directors 

 

 

Our first potential project: Old Man’s Creek 

You may have witnessed the natural beauty of Old Man’s Creek; a piece of land that was at 

risk of being over-developed.  Ted Rouse, the recent purchaser of that property, has committed to 

donating 200' of land on either side of Old Man's Creek from the beginning of the Waterfall Trailhead 

to where the Creek meets Old Man's Lake.  The Magnetawan Watershed Land Trust board of 

directors is considering accepting this as their first gift of land on the condition of raising an 

endowment fund for keeping costs under control.  If accepted, Old Man’s Creek will forever be 

enjoyed by future generations and will forever be protected from development.   

As for the five lots surrounding the 200’ buffer, they will be sold on condition of no further 

subdivisions and having only one residence per lot.  This is an idea that came as a welcome surprise 

to a previous owner, Verna Dauncey; she had this to say…   
 

“We were so happy to hear of your intentions for the future of your property.  I personally will feel so good to be 

able to walk along the creek and waterfalls again without feeling I was trespassing.  Jack’s grandfather, Jim 

Dauncey, settled on that property over 100 years ago.” 
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