
Magnetawan Watershed Land Trust 

Stewardship Report 

2017 

Submitted to  

American Friends of Canadian Land Trust 

By 

Magnetawan Watershed Land Trust 

51 King William St. Box 30018, Huntsville ON P1H 0B5

magnetawanwlt@gmail.com



  2017 Stewardship Report P a g e  | 2 

Table of Contents 

Welcome 3 

Stewardship Activities 4 

Monitoring Reports 4 

Trails Maintenance 4 

Boundary Remarking Project 4 

Education 5

American Land Donation Information Session 5 

Science Award  5 

Community Engagement 6 

Bird Hike 6 

Social Media  6 

Magnetawan Waterways Committee 6 

Photo Contest  7 

Annual Celebration 8 

Soapbox Derby  8 

Operations and Land Acquisition 9 

Meetings and AGM 9 

Professional Development 9 

Land Securement 9 

  

Cover Photo: Doug Johnson 2017 Photo Contest Submission 



  2017 Stewardship Report P a g e  | 3 

Welcome 

The Magnetawan River Watershed is part of the Great Lakes St. Lawrence Watershed. The 

Magnetawan River flows from Algonquin Park to Georgian Bay. The proximity of this Watershed to 

southern Ontario and the availability of waterfront make it attractive to recreational development.  

This area is not afforded the protection of being within the jurisdiction of a Conservation Authority or 

a Watershed Council.  In the absence of these organizations, the Magnetawan Watershed Land Trust 

plays an important role in its conservation.  Protecting green spaces in this watershed is critical to 

protection of all species and particularly so for species at risk as their more southern habitat is put 

under stress through development and ecological changes initiated by climate change.  Preserving 

habitat and linkages will allow for the movement of these species. The migration of species due to 

changes in our climate is well documented.  As our climate changes plants and animals will adapt or 

move to other suitable locations.  Even trees are migrating. As long as there is a corridor along which 

migrate or alternative areas of suitable habitat are available, these, species can survive.  In this time 

of global climate change it is important to maintain areas of alternative habitat.   

In 2017 the Magnetawan Watershed Land Trust acquired its first Conservation Easement Agreement. 

This property was certified as ecologically sensitive by Environment and Climate Change Canada’s 

Ecological Gifts Program.  The Cove contains 15 acres and 1000 ft. of shoreline, and includes essential 

habitat for 6 species from the COSEWIC threatened, endangered and special concern lists that are found 

on Ahmic Lake.  

The Magnetawan Watershed Land Trust is thankful for the continued support of the 

financial and intellectual support of American Friends of Canadian Land Trusts. 

The Cove Shoreline        

Photo Credit: Jesse Fieldwebster 
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Stewardship Activities 

Monitoring Reports 

A core group of volunteers continue to monitor the Old Man’s Creek Reserve for trail conditions and non-

compliant uses.  The spring monitoring reports identified the ongoing issue of wet sections on the trail.  The 

Land Trust is pleased to see that the trail on the Old Man’s Creek Reserve is experiencing a continuing growth 

in usage by hikers.  Unfortunately an early spring monitoring visit revealed a fully loaded freezer dumped on 

the property!  The contents of the freezer had spilled out and everything was poised to run into the creek 

with the spring thaw.  Quick action was taken by the Land Trust and with the help of the Municipality of 

Magnetawan the unsightly and extremely smelly mess was cleaned up.  The fall monitoring reports noted a 

new tree had fallen across the trail.  Aside from the dumping of the freezer, the monitoring visits indicated no 

non-compliant usage.  In September the Land Trust undertook its first monitoring visit to the Cove and no 

non-compliant usage was seen.  The management plan for the Cove includes 3 monitoring visits per year. 

Trail Maintenance and Signage 

New signs were posted at the Old Man’s Creek Reserve Trailhead highlighting compliant and non-compliant 

trail uses.  During the late summer the Land Trust purchased a truck load of gravel.  The gravel was piled at 

the trailhead and the Land Trust’s summer student, Emmett Anderson, spread some of the gravel to the wet 

spots along the trail and left a considerable pile at the trailhead.  The pile at the trailhead has the purpose of 

blocking ATV users from being able to use the trail. During the summer, Emmett performed regular trail 

maintenance duties. 

Property Boundary Marking 

The property boundaries for the Old Man’s Creek Reserve, Lot Three and the Cove properties were remarked 

this summer.  All survey blazes were highlighted with orange paint, and the survey ribbon and were 

freshened.  Pickets were placed over survey markers where they were found.  The Eastern boundary of Old 

Man’s Creek Reserve will need additional marking work in 2018.   

Trail users parked at the Old Man’s Creek 

ReserveTrailhead 

Photo Credit: Emmett Anderson 
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Education 
American Landowner Land Donation Information Session 
In August the Land Trust hosted a land donation cocktail session for American landowners.  Allyn Abbot from 

American Friends, provided an introduction and Ray Kinoshita from Grant Thornton spoke about the tax 

implications of cross-border land donations. The event was well attended. 

East Parry Sound Science Award 
In past years the Land Trust has been invited to and did participate in the East Parry Sound Science Fair as a 

judge.  In 2017 the Land Trust decided to not only financially support the Science Fair but also to provide an 

award to a junior project in the category of Environmental Issues.  The award consisted of a plaque and a $25 

cash prize.  This year’s the award went to Kiefer Czerniak and Kallan Ronholm for their project on road salt. 

Kiefer Czerniak and Kallan Ronholm, winners of the 2017 

Magnetawan Watershed Land Trust’s East Parry Sound Science 

Fair Award. 
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Community Engagement 

Old Man’s Creek Reserve Bird Hike 

In July the Land Trust hosted a free public bird hike in the Old Man’s Creek Reserve.  

Jonathan Fieldwebster, a local and avid bird watcher led the well-attended hike.  

Social Media 

The Land Trust’s website is updated regularly with information on the land conservation and 

the Land Trust’s activities and accomplishments.  The Land Trust also maintains a Facebook 

page and is establishing an Instagram account.  The Land Trust produced three newsletters 

and distributed them to its 351 subscribers.  The newsletters are viewed by more than 55 

percent of the Trust’s subscribers - well above the not-for-profit average of 20 percent. 

Magnetawan Waterways Committee 

The Land Trust was pleased to be invited to join the Magnetawan Waterways Committee.  

The members of this committee include a representative from each of the Municipalities in 

the Magnetawan Watershed and, the First Nations groups.  The general purpose of the 

Committee is to observe and assist in the development of the area in an environmentally 

friendly and sustainable way.  

July Bird Hike 



 
  2017 Stewardship Report  P a g e  | 7 

Photo Contest 

The Land Trust’s second annual Magnificent Magnetawan Photo Contest was a great success 

with double the submission over the previous year.  The photo winners were chosen with 

much enthusiasm by the guests at the Annual Celebration.  Below are the contest winners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top row; Cynda Fleming, Cynda Fleming 

Middle row; Rod Adamson, Lee Pruitt 

Bottom row; Cathy Gauthier, Geof Garth 
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Annual Celebration 

Once again the Land Trust hosted its Annual Celebration.  The event is free and open not 

only t donors, but to anyone with an interest in or a curiosity about the Land Trust.  All of the 

refreshments are provided by the Officers and Board members.  This year the event was 

generously hosted by Barry Graham, the Land Trust’s President.  Nearly 100 guests attended. 

For a second year the Highlander Brew Company from South River donated a generous 

amount of craft beer.  The Officers and Board brought wine, water, soft drinks, and hors 

d’oeuvres for all.  A celebratory atmosphere prevailed despite the extreme rainfall and 

power outage. 

Soapbox Derby 

Once again the Magnetawan Watershed Land Trust sponsored a car in the annual Lions Club 

Soapbox Derby.  Willow Brown from Magnetawan was the eager driver of the Land Trust-

sponsored car again. 

Everyone kicked off their shoes and had a great time at the 2017 Annual Celebration! 
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Operations and Land Acquisition 

Meetings and Annual General Meeting 

In 2017, in addition to committee meeting, the Land Trust held 5 full Board of Director 

Meetings, and it’s Annual General Meeting.  All Board of Directors meetings, with the 

exception of two in July were conducted by phone. 

Professional Development 

Professional development is an important part of responsible decision making.  In 2017 Land 

Trust Coordinator Valerie Fieldwebster, attended the Ontario Land Trust Alliance Gathering 

in Aliston and the Canada Land Trust Summit in Victoria B.C. on behalf of the Trust 

Land Securement 

The Land Trust is continually seeking potential properties for conservation and assisting local 

owners who are or maybe interested in learning about the tools available in land 

conservation. Early in 2017 the Land Trust sought and obtained assistance from the Ontario 

Land Trust Alliance for land securement. 
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